
  
  

Summer   Reading   Project   
One-Pager   

  
The   students   received   a   writing/grammar   packet   that   is   

mandatory   for   the   summer.    This   project   has   been   put   together   
to   encourage   summer   reading   for   our   students   coming   into   8th   
grade.    If   completed,   the   student   will   receive   extra   credit   for   the   

first   trimester!   
  

Task:   In   order   to   demonstrate   comprehension   of   your   “choice”  
summer   reading   text,   you   will   create   a   one-pager.   A   “one-pager”   

is   designed   to   promote   thoughtful   understanding   of   a   novel.   
The   more   creative   you   allow   yourself   to   be,   the   more   you   will   get   

out   of   this   assignment.   One-pagers,   when   done   well,   also   
provide   a   terrific   review   that   can   inspire   others   to   read   your   

book.   
  

*Please   use   a   piece   of   white   computer   paper*   
  

The   FRONT   of   your   one-pager   must   include:   



  
Title   of   novel   and   author’s   name   displayed   creatively   (it   should   

stand   out)   
A   border   that   reflects   something   significant   about   the   novel   (the   

theme,   character   traits,   symbols,   the   setting,   etc.)   
2   important   quotations     

Include   a   citation   for   each   (author’s   last   name   pg.   number)   
Ex:   “Jem   suddenly   grinned   at   him”   (Lee   30)   

If   your   passage   is   part   of   dialogue,   include   the   character’s   
name   who   said   it   

Ex:   “‘Thank   you,   darlings’”-   Miss   Caroline   (Lee   37)   
A   response   to   each   quotation   explaining   why   it   is   significant-   a   

few   sentences   
At   least   3   hand   drawn   images   that   represent   themes,   conflicts,   

symbols,   settings,   or   characters   in   the   book   
A   5-7   sentence   personal   response   to   the   text   -   draw   a   

connection,   make   an   interpretation,   or   write   a   thoughtful   review   
–   this   is   NOT   a   summary   

  
  

The   BACK   of   your   one-pager   must   include:   
  

A   one   paragraph   summary   of   the   text   that   includes   details   
about   the   plot,   setting,   characters,   problem(s),   and   ending     

Your   name   and   class   
  

  
***Things   to   Remember :   

Images   and   writing   should   cover   the   ENTIRE   
PAGE.   Very   little   background   area   should   be   visible   

Use   unlined,   white,   8   ½   x   11   paper   (computer   paper)   
Your   name   and   class   go   on   the   BACK   



Be   purposeful   about   the   arrangement   of   your   one-pager.   For   
example,   have   a   reason   for   using   a   certain   color   (   write   a   

character’s   dialogue   in   green   because   green   is   that   character’s   
favorite   color,   for   example)   or   placing   an   illustration   in   a   certain   

place   
  





  

  

  

READING   LIST   FOR   8TH   GRADE   SUMMER   PROJECT.   

PLEASE   CHOOSE   1   BOOK   FROM   THIS   LIST:   
  

Chew   On   This    by   Eric   Schlosser   and   Charles   Wilson   

Kids   love   fast   food.   And   the   fast   food   industry   definitely   loves   kids.   It   couldn’t   
survive   without   them.   Did   you   know   that   the   biggest   toy   company   in   the   world   is   
McDonald’s?   It’s   true.   In   fact,   one   out   of   every   three   toys   given   to   a   child   in   the   
United   States   each   year   is   from   a   fast   food   restaurant.   

Not   only   has   fast   food   reached   into   the   toy   industry,   it’s   moving   into   our   schools.   
One   out   of   every   five   public   schools   in   the   United   States   now   serves   brand   name   
fast   food.   But   do   kids   know   what   they’re   ea�ng?   Where   do   fast   food   hamburgers   
come   from?   And   what   makes   those   fries   taste   so   good?   

When   Eric   Schlosser’s   best-selling   book,   Fast   Food   Na�on,   was   published   for   
adults   in   2001,   many   called   for   his   groundbreaking   insight   to   be   shared   with   young   
people.   Now   Schlosser,   along   with   co-writer   Charles   Wilson,   has   inves�gated   the   
subject   further,   uncovering   new   facts   children   need   to   know.   



In   Chew   On   This,   they   share   with   kids   the   fascina�ng   and   some�mes   frightening   
truth   about   what   lurks   between   those   sesame   seed   buns,   what   a   chicken   ‘nugget’   
really   is,   and   how   the   fast   food   industry   has   been   feeding   off   children   for   
genera�ons.   

  

The   House   on   Mango   Street    by   Sandra   Cisneros   

Told   in   a   series   of   vigne�es   stunning   for   their   eloquence,  The   House   on   Mango  
Street  is   Sandra   Cisneros's   greatly   admired   novel   of   a   young   girl   growing   up   in   the   
La�no   sec�on   of   Chicago.   Acclaimed   by   cri�cs,   beloved   by   children,   their   parents   
and   grandparents,   taught   everywhere   from   inner-city   grade   schools   to   universi�es   
across   the   country,   and   translated   all   over   the   world,   it   has   entered   the   canon   of   
coming-of-age   classics.   

Some�mes   heartbreaking,   some�mes   deeply   joyous,  The   House   on   Mango   
Street  tells   the   story   of   Esperanza   Cordero,   whose   neighborhood   is   one   of   harsh   
reali�es   and   harsh   beauty.   Esperanza   doesn't   want   to   belong   -   not   to   her   rundown   
neighborhood,   and   not   to   the   low   expecta�ons   the   world   has   for   her.   Esperanza's   
story   is   that   of   a   young   girl   coming   into   her   power,   and   inven�ng   for   herself   what   
she   will   become.   

Sandra   Cisneros   draws   on   her   own   experience   as   a   Hispanic   woman   writer   facing   
obstacles   in   a   patriarchal   community   resistant   to   change.   Published   in   1984   to   
instantaneous   acclaim,   the   book   is   made   up   of   lyrical   passages,   interconnected   
vigne�es,   and   medita�ons   and   observa�ons   that   resemble   prose   poems.   
Cisneros's   structurally   and   thema�cally   bold   work   explores   the   o�en   violent   
coming   of   age   of   a   young   Mexican-American   woman.   

  

Fahrenheit   451    by   Ray   Bradbury   

The   world   of   Guy   Montag,   a   career   fireman   for   whom   kerosene   has   become   
perfume,   has   been   translated   into   a   graphic   novel   that   captures   Montag's   
awakening   to   the   evil   of   government-controlled   thought   and   the   value   of   
philosophy,   theology,   and   literature.   

  



The   Running   Dream    by   Wendelin   Van   Draanen   

Jessica   thinks   her   life   is   over   when   she   loses   a   leg   in   a   car   accident.   She's   not   
comforted   by   the   news   that   she'll   be   able   to   walk   with   the   help   of   a   prosthe�c   leg.   
Who   cares   about   walking   when   you   live   to   run?   

As   she   struggles   to   cope   with   crutches   and   a   first   cyborg-like   prosthe�c,   Jessica   
feels   oddly   both   in   the   spotlight   and   invisible.   People   who   don't   know   what   to   say,   
act   like   she's   not   there.   Which   she   could   handle   be�er   if   she   weren't   now   keenly   
aware   that   she'd   done   the   same   thing   herself   to   a   girl   with   CP   named   Rosa.   A   girl   
who   is   going   to   tutor   her   through   all   the   math   she's   missed.   A   girl   who   sees   right   
into   the   heart   of   her.   

With   the   support   of   family,   friends,   a   coach,   and   her   track   teammates,   Jessica   may   
actually   be   able   to   run   again.   But   that's   not   enough   for   her   now.   She   doesn't   just   
want   to   cross   finish   lines   herself;   she   wants   to   take   Rosa   with   her.   

  

Hidden   Figures   Young   Readers’   Edi�on    by   Margot   Lee   She�erly   

New   York   Times   bestselling   author   Margot   Lee   She�erly’s   book   is   now   available   in   
a   new   edi�on   perfect   for   young   readers.   This   is   the   amazing   true   story   of   four   
African-American   female   mathema�cians   at   NASA   who   helped   achieve   some   of   
the   greatest   moments   in   our   space   program.   

Before   John   Glenn   orbited   the   earth,   or   Neil   Armstrong   walked   on   the   moon,   a   
group   of   dedicated   female   mathema�cians   known   as   “human   computers”   used   
pencils,   slide   rules,   and   adding   machines   to   calculate   the   numbers   that   would   
launch   rockets,   and   astronauts,   into   space.   This   book   brings   to   life   the   stories   of   
Dorothy   Vaughan,   Mary   Jackson,   Katherine   Johnson,   and   Chris�ne   Darden,   four   
African-American   women   who   lived   through   the   civil   rights   era,   the   Space   Race,   
the   Cold   War,   and   the   movement   for   gender   equality,   and   whose   work   forever   
changed   the   face   of   NASA   and   the   country.   

  

  

  



  

  

  

  

  


